
RESEARCH

30 June 2011 Times Higher Education 21

TOP RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS IN PLANT SCIENCES AND MYCOLOGY
Data provided by Thomson Reuters from its Essential Science Indicators, 2000-10

Next week: national performance in immunology

The table above features the top universities and research organisations in the field of plant sciences and
mycology based on highly cited papers published during the period 2000 to 2010, among those that fielded
at least 50 such papers. Three rankings are offered: by number of highly cited papers, by citations to highly
cited papers and by citations per highly cited paper. Highly cited papers are defined in the Thomson Reuters
Essential Science Indicators database, from which these statistics derive, as ranking in the top 1 per cent
by citations for their field and year of publication. Some 4,012 plant sciences and mycology papers were
identified as highly cited during the period covered, and these were cited a total of 428,316 times, for an
average of 106.76. Thus, the top 20 institutions ranked by citation impact surpassed the average score for

such influential reports. The nations represented by these 36 institutions include, in rank order, the US (20),
Japan (four), France (two), Germany (two), the Netherlands (two), the UK (two), Australia, China, Spain and
Sweden (one each). Papers in plant sciences and mycology were defined as those published in discipline-
specific journals indexed in Thomson Reuters Web of Science database. Papers published in multidisciplinary
journals such as Science and Nature that could be identified as related to plant sciences and mycology
were also included in this analysis. For more information on Thomson Reuters Essential Science Indicators,
see http://science.thomsonreuters.com/products/esi/.

Top institutions by number of highly cited papers Top institutions by citations to highly cited papers Top institutions by citations per highly cited papers

1 Max Planck Society, Germany 257 1 Max Planck Society, Germany 28,071 1 Salk Inst for Biological Studies, US 162.66
2 John Innes Centre, UK 162 2 John Innes Centre, UK 20,598 2 University of California, San Diego, US 161.29
3 RIKEN (Institute of Physical and 154 3 RIKEN (Institute of Physical and 16,321 3 University of Arizona, US 160.33

Chemical Research), Japan Chemical Research), Japan
4 USDA (US Department of Agriculture) 130 4 University of California, Berkeley, US 13,684 4 National Institute of Agrobiological

Sciences, Japan 140.61
5 University of California, Davis, US 119 5 USDA (US Department of Agriculture) 13,533 5 Washington State University, US 139.19
6 INRA (National Institute of 112 6 Cornell University, US 12,952 6 University of California, Berkeley, US 135.49

Agricultural Research), France
7 Cornell University, US 104 7 University of California, Davis, US 11,768 7 University of Tübingen, Germany 134.60
8 Wageningen University, Netherlands 103 8 University of Wisconsin, US 11,323 8 Harvard University, US 134.57
9 University of California, Berkeley, US 101 9 University of Arizona, US 11,063 9 John Innes Centre, UK 127.15

=10 University of Tokyo, Japan 92 10 University of California, San Diego, US 10,645 10 Cornell University, US 124.54
=10 University of Wisconsin, US 92 11 INRA (National Institute of 10,393 11 University of Wisconsin, US 123.08

Agricultural Research), France
12 Michigan State University, US 84 12 Wageningen University, Netherlands 9,815 12 CSIRO (Commonwealth Scientific 118.44

and Industrial Research
Organisation), Australia

=13 CSIRO (Commonwealth Scientific 77 13 CSIRO (Commonwealth Scientific 9,120 13 Iowa State University, US 116.60
and Industrial Research and Industrial Research
Organisation), Australia Organisation), Australia

=13 Purdue University, US 77 14 Salk Inst for Biological Studies, US 8,621 14 Duke University, US 116.44
15 Chinese Academy of Sciences 76 15 Michigan State University, US 8,266 15 Swedish University

of Agricultural Sciences 114.58
16 University of California, Riverside, US 75 16 University of Tübingen, Germany 8,076 16 Pennsylvania State University, US 113.45
17 CNRS (National Centre 71 17 University of Tokyo, Japan 8,042 17 University of Florida, US 112.33

for Scientific Research), France
18 University of Arizona, US 69 18 Purdue University, US 8,009 18 University of Minnesota, US 111.64
19 Duke University, US 68 19 Duke University, US 7,918 19 University of Georgia, US 111.16
20 University of California, San Diego, US 66 20 Washington State University, US 7,516 20 Max Planck Society, Germany 109.23
=21 CSIC (Spanish National 65 21 Pennsylvania State University, US 7,374 21 RIKEN (Institute of Physical and 105.98

Research Council) Chemical Research), Japan
=21 Pennsylvania State University, US 65 22 National Institute of Agrobiological 22 JST (Japan Science and 105.86

Sciences, Japan 7,171 Technology Agency)
23 University of Missouri, US 64 23 Harvard University, US 7,132 23 University of Missouri, US 105.30
=24 Rothamsted Research, UK 60 24 CNRS (National Centre for 7,041 24 USDA (US Department of Agriculture) 104.10

Scientific Research), France
=24 University of Tübingen, Germany 60 25 Chinese Academy of Sciences 6,846 25 Purdue University, US 104.01
26 Swedish University 26 Swedish University 26 CNRS (National Centre for 99.17

of Agricultural Sciences 59 of Agricultural Sciences 6,760 Scientific Research), France
27 JST (Japan Science and 56 27 University of Missouri, US 6,739 27 University of California, Davis, US 98.89

Technology Agency)
28 Utrecht University, Netherlands 55 28 Iowa State University, US 6,180 28 Michigan State University, US 98.40
=29 University of Florida, US 54 29 CSIC (Spanish National 6,078 29 Utrecht University, Netherlands 97.95

Research Council)
=29 Washington State University, US 54 30 University of Florida, US 6,066 30 Wageningen University, Netherlands 95.29
=31 Harvard University, US 53 31 JST (Japan Science and 5,928 31 Rothamsted Research, UK 94.63

Technology Agency)
=31 Iowa State University, US 53 32 University of California, Riverside, US 5,738 32 CSIC (Spanish National 93.51

Research Council)
=31 Salk Inst for Biological Studies, US 53 33 Rothamsted Research, UK 5,678 33 INRA (National Institute of 92.79

Agricultural Research), France
34 National Institute of Agrobiological 34 University of Minnesota, US 5,582 34 Chinese Academy of Sciences 90.08

Sciences, Japan 51
=35 University of Georgia, US 50 35 University of Georgia, US 5,558 35 University of Tokyo, Japan 87.41
=35 University of Minnesota, US 50 36 Utrecht University, Netherlands 5,387 36 University of California, Riverside, US 76.51
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